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a maniesponsible foi no less than seven violent dimes, including
robbeiy with mmdei, who had taken lefuge 111 a iemote jungle tiact,
was bhot dead by an inspector, and the uhole of his gang vuth one
exception weie auested and impnsoned T\\o formidable gangs opeia-
tuiR m the Thaton Distnct weie bioken up b> the use of the Habitual
Oltendeis Restuction Act

With the piospectof the inaugmationof theiefoimed constitution,
thei e w as some ab itement of political agitation dm ing the jeai 1922,
and the Cnmm.il Investigation Department was able to devote its
eneigies moic fully to the detection ot important ciimmal cases which
weie be} ond the capabilities of the distuct police Its efforts led to
the detection of a paiticulailv cold-blooded lobbeiy with muicler
committed on a tiam, an extensive bank fiaud, thiee cases of swindling
bv fiauclulent 01 bogus companies, a numbei of aison cases committed
foi the sake of insniance money 01 the sinking of launches foi a similai
piupose, and seveial thefts ot legisteied letteis 01 paicels All these
cases called for long and caieful elucidation, and the majonty \veie of a
technical natuie

Village headmen continued to be of gieat assistance to the police,
but then woik was hampeiccl and then loyalty often put to a gieat
sttam bj the opposition, sometimes extending to boycott, of political
societies, whose one effective puipose in many cases seemed to be the
defeat of all measuics undertaken by Goveiiiment foi the sake of la-w-
and 01 dei

Theie weie 55 escapes fiom police custodj, 35 fiom the civil police
ancl20fiom the military police In 33 cases the pnsoneis were le-
auestecl The most important case was the escape ot six men fiom the
Pa-an lock-up, attei sawing through one of the bais of the cage with a
smuggled knife and a piece of tin

39   Theie  weie no individual  dimes of   outstanding inteiest or

importance, but a feu cases of successful lesis-
mportantinci ents tance to dacoits bj \illageis may be mentioned
In Insem a dacoity occuned m which foui shots weie hied and
seveial villageis shghtlj wounded They ne\eitheless tinned out in
foice, and when the dacoitb letieated, dosed with them and cut down
two men, seeming a gun and some caitudges In Bassein twelve
dacoits w ith a gun and das attacked a house and seeuied loot to the
value of Rs 4,500 The villageis came to the icsciie and wounded
tinee of the dacoits One was lecogm/ed, and piompt action on the
part of the village headman, who followed the band by ham, led to the
anest and conviction of seven of them In Myaungmya a house
tenanted by an eldeily Kaien with a young wife was attacked by dacoits
who, although they were armed w ith a gun of local manufacture, wei e
beaten oil by the young wife with a bow and arrows, with the loss of
one wounded

40   Theie was a fmthei deciease m the numbei of prosecutions foi

offences imdei the Excise Act, the total number
ounces under Specmi being 4,624 against 5,199 m 1921 The decline

was most matked m cases pi osecuted by the

police, but as it was shared in some degree both bv the Excise Depait-
ment and by village headmen, meie apathy cannot wholly explain it
Theie weie some indications that the agitation against the use of hquoi,
which was noticeable in the preuous few years, had produced gi eater